Professor Penrose stimulated and set a shining example to a whole generation of research workers and clinicians in genetics and mental retardation. He could, with equal facility, intrigue his readers with designs for automatic self-reproducing machines and provide them with mental exercise in the form of ingenious puzzles to while away idle leisure hours. Because he abhorred inhumanity, he found time in the midst of his manifold commitments to help create and nurture a Medical Association for the Prevention of War.
It is difficult to convey in words the sense of great loss and sadness felt by so many of us who had the privilege of knowing Lionel Penrose well. His brilliant talents as a scientist earned him universal respect and richly deserved acclaim, and his exceptional qualities as a man endeared him to innumerable persons who reserved for him alone the affectionate designation of "The Prof".
The Prof's several hundred original, learned and beautifully written papers and texts illuminated a variety of dark areas of medicine in general and human genetics in particular and they add lustre to academic bookshelves throughout the world. He was an excellent teacher and many former students will always recall with pride that he was their mentor.
The Prof's erudition, enthusiasm and range of interests extended far beyond his chosen professional spheres. He loved the wonders of nature and of the arts, and his wisdom and pithy observations on a multitude of life's facets were enthralling. Countless anecdotes testify to his generosity even to strangers, to his courtesy, to his modesty and to his delightful sense of humourin a word, to his humanity. He did not suffer stupidities gladly but above all he displayed a special warmth towards people and particularly to the disadvantaged and the handicapped. In a word, he was, in so many ways, a giant amongst men. J. M. Berg, M.B., RCh., University of Toronto.
